
By Mar shall Miles
San Bernardino, Ca lif.

O
ur Jan u ary pan el ists are Joe Kivel
and Ja son Feldman, Dis trict 22;
Hamish Bennett and Ron Smith,

Dis trict 21; Marinesa Letizia and Den nis
Dawson, Dis trict 17; and Jill Meyers, guest 
pan el ist from Dis trict 23.

Problem 1. 
IMPs, nei ther vul ner a ble
You are play ing Pre ci sion

As South you hold 

♠KJ1076 ♥A6 ♦K6 ♣AK54

South West          North East
1♣* Pass           2♣** Pass
?*16+ HCP **nat u ral, 5+, forc ing to

game

What call do you make?

DAWSON: 4Ë, RKC for clubs. Will bid
7Ê if pard has two key cards with the ÊQ,
6Ê if he has two key cards with out the
ÊQ, and 4NT over 4Í (show ing one key
card) to ask for the ÍQ. Will bid 6Ê if he
has it and pass 5Ê if he does n’t. If he has
no key cards I will throw up! This is very
un likely – in that case it prob a bly would
have been better to play in spades.
SMITH: 2Í. I’m not sure of the ask ing

bids in Pre ci sion, but if I knew how they
work I could use one of them to get the
num ber of con trols and qual ity of clubs.
Since I as sume we don’t have a spe cial
struc ture avail able, the num ber and qual ity
of part ner’s spades is also im por tant in a
club contract.
BENNETT: 2Í. There are three pos si ble

bids: set trump by bid ding 3Ê; pro tect my
kings by bid ding 2NT; or, bid nat u rally
show ing my five card suit. Since we have -
n’t dis cussed any spe cial gad gets here, I
opt for bid ding my 5-card major.
FELDMAN: 2Í. I want part ner to up -

grade the ÍQ, and bring him in on the de ci -
sion. I may get to keycard for spades and
find out about the queen this way also. 
This bid will also elicit the most in for ma -

tion about part ner’s hand and saves room,
as it is cheaper than 3Ê.
KIVEL: 2Í. Slam is vir tu ally cer tain, and

a grand is pos si ble. The ques tion is
whether 3Ê or 2Í can get us the most use -
ful in for ma tion. I think 2Í is better, es pe -
cially if part ner raises. If I bid 3Ê, and
part ner bids 3NT, now what?
JILL: 3♣. I am show ing sup port now, and 

then I am go ing to Black wood for clubs.
MARINESA: 3Ê. Set the trump suit first,

make other moves later.
M.M.: I come the clos est to agree ing with

the two la dies’ brief an swers. If I was
forced to make only one bid, it would be
6♣. Of course, if we are miss ing two aces
(which is very un likely), we should stop in
5♣. But I am not in ter ested in play ing in
spades or notrump at IMPs. Even if part -
ner has spade sup port (Axxx, Axx, or even
Ax), I’d rather play in clubs. If I don’t bid
spades, LHO may lead a spade, es pe cially
a sin gle ton, spar ing me the guess about the 
queen, and if he leads some thing else, I
may find out how many spades he has by
play ing my other suits first.
The dis ad van tage of bid ding spades is

that if I bid clubs later (es pe cially af ter a
spade raise), part ner will ex pect me to
have some thing like ♣Axx or ♣Ax and not
think I re ally want to play clubs. With a
good hand, part ner is not likely to show a
club suit with five small or five to the jack,
so there should be no club los ers if he has
the queen or a six card suit, so slam should 
be laydown or on a fi nesse at worst.  if you
bid spades and part ner has a sin gle ton (♠x 
♥Qxx ♦AQx ♣Jxxxxx), he may take a pes -
si mis tic view be cause of the ap par ent mis fit 
plus a weak suit op po site a de layed raise. I 
like Den nis’ Black wood bid (would 1♣ 2♣, 
2♠ 2NT/3♦3♥, 4NT be Black wood for
spades, part ner’s red suit, or clubs? Ide -
ally 4♣ or 4♦ over 2♣ (which ever you
agree on) should be Black wood for clubs
since it gives you the op por tu nity to in vite a 
grand slam with out forc ing the bid ding
past 6♣ when part ner lacks suf fi cient ex tra 
val ues. By the way, when I held this hand, I 
did bid 2♠, re sult ing in 5♠, down one,
when we were cold for 6♣.

Problem 2. 
Matchpoints, both vul ner a ble
You, South, hold 

♠KJ52 ♥5 ♦Q943 ♣Q763

West North         East South
1♦  1♥            Pass ?

What call do you make?

MARINESA: 1NT. Noth ing’s per fect.
KIVEL: 1NT . What other choice is there? 

Pass is uni lat eral, and will prob a bly end the 
auc tion - right or wrong. 
BENNETT: 1NT. If I pass, it will be easy

for opener to dou ble and have East pass for 
pen alty with a good heart stack. Of course,
if part ner is re ally out-of-line, 1NT may go
for num bers too.
JILL: 1NT, but I don’t ar gue with a pass.
SMITH: Pass. Part ner does n’t have to

have a big hand. And even if he does, he
needs a sec ond suit to pro duce much
here. Maybe they’ll re open and land in a
bad spot.
FELDMAN: 1Í. This could pay off big if

we find a fit, in which case the hand will
play better than 1NT. And when it’s right
to play 1NT part ner will of ten bid it. I am
pass ing any thing part ner bids (be sides 2Ë). 
DAWSON: 1Í. I think this hand will play 

better in a suit than in 1NT if we find a fit.
1Í starts the search. 1NT sec ond choice.

M.M.: What if he passes 1♠ with ♠10x
♥AQJxx ♦xxx ♣KJx or ♠Qx ♥AJxxxx ♦xx 
♣Kxx, think ing you have five? Or should
he re bid his heart suit? 
Maybe 1♠ is the per cent age bid, but I

think there is more than one way that bad
things could hap pen.

Problem 3. 
IMPs, both vul ner a ble
You, South, hold 

        ♠Q106532 ♥K3 ♦K654 ♣7

North East           South West
1♣ Pass           1♠ Pass
2♣ Pass           ?

MARINESA: Pass.
BENNETT: Pass. Part ner can be very

short in spades, and my two kings will be
valu able in a club con tract.
FELDMAN: Pass, un less I’m play ing with 

some one who hardly ever raises with three
card sup port … in which case I bid 2Í).
DAWSON: 2Í. Game is still pos si ble as

2Í has a fairly wide range. Also spades
may be a better part score than clubs.
KIVEL: 2Í. The only other choice is pass.
Part ner’s spades rate to be better than my

clubs, and he may even have a mod est fit.
If not, I’m not ashamed of my hand if he
bids 3Ê or a con struc tive 2NT.
SMITH: 2Í. Since game is pos si ble if

part ner fits spades, I’ll give it an other
chance.
JILL: 2♠. It is per fectly rea son able to

pass, but if part ner has a max with a ruff ing 
value and double ton spade honor, we have
a chance of game.
M.M. But if we need (a) a max, and (b) a

double ton spade honor, and (c) a ruff ing
value to have a CHANCE for game, should 
we try for it?

Problem 4. 
Matchpoints, North-South vul ner a ble

East South         West North
2♥ Dbl            4♥ 4♠
Pass ?

(a) What call do you make with 
♠A954 ♥—- ♦Q43 ♣AKJ874

(b) What call would you make if West had
bid 3♥ and part ner had bid 4♠?

DAWSON: (a) 6Í. This is some where be -
tween cold and hav ing no play! There is no 
good way to find out if pard has good
spades, not to men tion a di a mond con trol.
This may make even if he does n’t have a
di a mond con trol if they lead a heart and he
has good spades. 
(b) 6Í, but with more con vic tion.
FELDMAN: (a) 5Ì. I will let part ner out

at 5Í. (b) Also, 5Ì, but in this case I won’t 
pass a signoff. My only worry about this
bid is that part ner might sign off slowly. So 
with some part ners, I would be forced to
just bid 6Í di rectly.
MARINESA: 5Ê in both (a) and (b). In

ei ther case, a slam move is called for.
M.M. Marinesa’s choice raises an in ter -

est ing ques tion for the reader to an swer: In 
your part ner ships, have you dis cussed
whether 5♣ here is a cue bid for spades or
a sug ges tion to play 5♣?
BENNETT:  (a) Pass. Part ner never has

per fect cards on these premptive auc tions,
and trump may di vide badly for our
side.  (b) Now I will bid 5Ê and if part ner
shows in ter est by bid ding 5Ë, I will show
my void in hearts.
KIVEL: ( a) Pass. Don’t hang part ner for

bid ding. He should bid 4Í on any hand
with five or more spades, and eas ily could
hold a hand sim i lar to that shown in prob -
lem 3. 
(b) 5Ì. This is the tough est ques tion of

the set, and could eas ily be wrong. How -
ever, ÍKQxxx Ìxxx ËKxx Êxx gives us a
rea son able play for slam, and part ner could 
have more. 
JILL: (a) This is tough but there is no

guar an tee of mak ing at the five-level, so I
am go ing to pass. 
(b) I would bid Black wood (4NT). Part ner 

shows “ex tras” by jump ing, whereas in (a)
part ner was “un der pres sure” and might
have ♠KJxxxx and out.
M.M. No doubt, if part ner shows two con -

trols, Jill plans to gam ble that one of them
is the ace of di a monds, not the ace of
hearts.
SMITH: (a) Pass. (b) Pass again. Here I’m 

tempted, but part ner can have all kinds of
ran dom hands and still bid 4Í.

Problem 5. 
Open Pairs, matchpoint scor ing 
North-South vul ner a ble

North
♠A103
♥J2
♦AQ976
♣AQJ

                                          East
                                          ♠952
                                          ♥A
                                          ♦K1084
                                          ♣K9865

North East           South West
1♦ Pass           1♥* Pass
(*N-S do not play weak jump shifts.)

2NT pass           3♥** Pass
(**Nor do they play “fast ar rival.”)

3NT Pass           4♥ (end)

Part ner leads the ÍK (ducked by de clarer) 
fol lowed by the queen. Dummy wins the
sec ond trick and plays the ace and an other
di a mond. 

You are East. Plan the de fense.

BENNETT: This is a real prob lem. I won -
der why part ner did not play his ÍJ at trick
2: Maybe he doesn=t have it? Did part ner
give di a mond count? I am play ing de -
clarer’s dis tri bu tion (the way he is play ing
the hand) to be 3-6-1-3, and I am duck ing
the di a mond. If de clarer was 2-6-1-4, why
did part ner not lead his sin gle ton club at
trick 2? If de clarer has seven hearts, why is 
he not pulling trump?
MARINESA: I duck the di a mond; if de -

clarer now hooks the club, play a club back 
and hope to give part ner a club ruff, un less
part ner shows an odd num ber of clubs. In
that case, then play a di a mond back. If you

as sume part ner’s spade queen showed an
even num ber of spades left, de clarer only
has two spades, so we must beat them with
a club ruff or di a mond uppercut.
FELDMAN: This is a weird prob lem, and

I may not have enough in for ma tion. If part -
ner does not have the jack of spades, why
did she con tinue af ter I dis cour aged, and if
she does have it, why did she not play it at
trick 2? I as sume part ner gave me count on
the di a mond, so as sum ing she showed me
three, I am play ing low. If de clarer ruffs,
cashes the ÍJ and throws me in with a
heart, my only choice is to exit a club. 
If part ner showed me two di a monds, I

have a tough prob lem, be cause de clarer’s
play does n’t make sense. Still, it makes
more sense if de clarer has Jx in stead of xx,
so I hop. Cash the ÌA and exit with a
spade to whoever has the jack.
DAWSON: Where is the ÍJ? Part ner con -

tin ued spades de spite my dis cour ag ing sig -
nal, so he must have a stand-alone hold ing
such as KQ double ton or KQJ. If it’s KQJ,
why did n’t he play the jack at trick two?
One pos si ble ex pla na tion is that de clarer
has con cealed five spades in the bid ding,
and he is 5-6-1-1. When I get in with the
ÌA I’m lead ing a spade. Per haps de clarer
has some thing like ÍJxxxx ÌQ109xxx Ëx
Êx. We will get one spade and three hearts 
if he is. (Ob vi ously, I played a low
diamond at trick 3).
M.M. Both you and part ner should know

de clarer doesn’t have the jack of spades,
or he would have won the first trick. Only
de clarer doesn’t know who has the jack, so 
should you tell him? I had never heard of
us ing hon ors, rather than spot cards, to
show pres ent count, but here it would be a
good idea. Not hav ing dis cussed it, can you 
count on part ner to show pres ent count in
that way? I’d rather trust my op po nent!
SMITH: I think we have a sec ond spade

trick com ing. Part ner did n’t pass with
KQJxx non-vul?  There is the pos si bil ity of 
a trump pro mo tion on the fourth di a -
mond. If de clarer fi nesses the club I have a
tough choice to make. I’ll lead a low di a -
mond back and go for the uppercut.
KIVEL: I spent a lot of time wor ry ing

about what di a mond spots were played by
part ner and de clarer un der dummy’s ace. I
fi nally de cided that we would have been
told if they were not the low est ones avail -
able, so I re jected hop ping with the di a -
mond to try to out wit that sly de clarer Mar -
shall try ing a swin dle! I ex pect that de -
clarer is 3-7-1-2, and is plan ning to take
two club fi nesses to get rid of his third
spade. If this is right, I should duck the first 
fi nesse smoothly in or der to lull him into
ruff ing an other di a mond and re peat ing the
club fi nesse. If part ner has 10xx of hearts
with de cent spots, we’ll beat him two tricks 
for a great match point score when I win
and lead the ËK. De clarer can coun ter this
by dis card ing his spade, but part ner will
then dis card his last club, and a club lead
may pro mote the 10 any way. 
Hav ing said this, I con fess that I don’t

know if I’d be up to find ing this play at the
ta ble ... un less I had the same hour to think
things over that I used when I got this hand 
in a problem setting!
M.M. The big gest prob lem is to fig ure out

what de clarer has and how he plans to
play the hand at the mo ment he cashes the
ace of di a monds. De clarer must have a sin -
gle ton di a mond and plans to ruff the next
di a mond in or der to take the club fi nesse. If 
he had three clubs, there would be no rea -
son for not play ing trumps im me di ately.
Since he needs the club fi nesse to work, he 

might as well take it right away, so that if it 
works, he can re peat it for an over trick.
You need to duck smoothly, as Joe noted,
when de clarer takes the club fi nesse.

Mas ter Solv ers Panel


