
May 2008 Mas ter Solv ers Panel
By Mar shall Miles
San Bernardino, Ca lif.

This month’s pan el ists are Jan Janitschke
& Josh Donn, Dis trict 17; Bob Etter &
Harvey Brody, Dis trict 21; John Strauch & 
Jon Wittes, Dis trict 22; and Eddie Kan tar,
guest pan el ist from Dis trict 23.

Problem 1. 

Nei ther vul, matchpoints
You, South, hold 

♠5 ♥AJ96 ♦KQ4 ♣KQJ102

East South         West  North
2♥ ?

What call do you make?

KAN TAR: 3♣. Let him get his 3♠ bid out 
of his sys tem so I can bid 3NT.
STRAUCH: 3♣. Too much chance part -

ner will in sist on spades if you bid 2NT.
DONN: 3♣. There is noth ing part ner can

do over this bid to up set me. I can raise 3♦
or bid 3NT over 3♥ or 3♠. Most of the
time if we have game part ner will be able
to move for me; over call ing at the three
level does n’t show pea nuts. I think 2NT is
too likely to get me to a bad spade con tract
for no good rea son, or to a notrump con -
tract with spades in ad e quately held. 3NT
could work, but it’s a re ally wild bid. Even
if they lead a heart in stead of a kill ing
spade, they will have time to find the
switch later un less part ner is kind enough
to pro vide me with a mi nor suit ace and a
spade stop per. 3♣ is also the tough est of
the bids to dou ble if LHO is look ing at a
nice hand. 
Any thing could work, but I don’t want to

get too cre ative at matchpoints on what
looks like a nor mal auc tion to this point.
ETTER: 3♣. I have a good hand, a good

suit, and length in RHO’s suit (a good sign
for bid ding). My sin gle ton spade keeps me
from bid ding 2NT.
BRODY: 2NT. This seems to be the most

likely way to get to game, even though you 
may get into trou ble.
WITTES: 2NT. This is a dif fi cult prob lem 

with no per fect so lu tion. 3♣ seems in ad e -
quate. I could pass and hope part ner will
re open with a dou ble, but that is un likely,
given my ex tra val ues. If part ner trans fers
to spades over my 2NT, I will bid 3NT.
JANITSCHKE: 2NT. This makes it easy

to get to 3NT if part ner has some thing like
♠K10xxx ♥xx ♦AJxx ♣xx.
M.M.: The panel is split fairly closely on

this, so I had a friend run a com puter sim u -
la tion which in di cated that …  with dou ble
dummy de fense … 3NT will make slightly
less than 50% of the time. How ever, as a
prac ti cal mat ter (usu ally with out a spade
lead) it will make about 54% of the time.
So it’s a very close ques tion what the best
call would be. I’m in clined to ward bid ding
3♣ since some times you can still get to
3NT.
Also, when you can’t make game, 3♣ will

usu ally be the best part-score.

Problem 2. 

North-South vul ner a ble, matchpoints
You, South, hold 

♠Q52 ♥752 ♦KQ ♣QJ953

North East           South West
1♦ Pass           1NT 2♥
3♥ Pass           ?

What call do you make?

JANITSCHKE: 4♣. Sets the trump suit,
and if part ner can cue-bid a sin gle ton (or
void) heart, then we may get to a cold slam.
KAN TAR: 4♣. Well, he does n’t have

solid di a monds, look ing for a heart stop per, 
and if we are play ing a dou ble of 2♥ is
pen alty, he can’t dou ble for take out. 
So I have de cided to bide my time to see

where all of this is lead ing.
BRODY: 4♣ (which I con sider forc ing).

When I find out what type of hand part ner
has, I will bid more.
STRAUCH: 3♠. Tough prob lem. My

guess is that part ner has an 18-19 point
notrump with no heart stop per. He could
eas ily have two or three small hearts. 
On the other hand, you have prime val ues

out side of hearts, so you want to get to
game at the very least, prob a bly in your
best mi nor, but pos si bly in spades. 4♣ is a
“noth ing” bid, and I don’t re ally want to
cue bid hearts with out a con trol.
ETTER: 5♣. Part ner’s bid shows one of

three types of hands: solid di a monds, hop -
ing I can bid 3NT, or a big bal anced hand
with no heart stop per, or a great hand with
heart short ness. Since my di a mond hold ing 
rules out the first pos si bil ity, and since I
have a good hand also, I can not make a
min i mal bid. I sup pose the choices are 4♥,
4NT, and 5♣, and since I don’t know how
part ner will in ter pret the first two, I choose
5♣ and hope part ner can make the right de -
ci sion over that: from pass ing all the way
to a grand slam!
DONN: 4NT. Part ner’s 3♥ bid should be

based on ei ther pri mar ily di a monds or
18-19 bal anced with out hearts well held.
With spades or clubs he should just bid his
other suit rather than con fuse the is sue. My 
main con cern at this point is lo cat ing the
proper mi nor to play in, and 4NT should be 
ask ing part ner to choose in case he has the
bal anced hand. Part ner will prob a bly as -
sume I have three di a monds for him, but
KQ double ton may be at least as good, and
my clubs don’t war rant a 4♣ bid. No worry 
about 4NT be ing in ter preted as Black wood 
- that would be a joke af ter I have made a
lim it ing 1NT bid and part ner’s hand type
has n’t yet been de fined.
WITTES: 4♥. I could not pos si bly have a

better hand on this auc tion. If part ner has a
heart con trol (which he rates to have since
his di a mond suit is bro ken so he does n’t
have a source of tricks for his 3♥ bid), we
are surely in the slam range. It does seem
un usual that hearts were not raised on my
left at this vul ner a bil ity. I sup pose West
could have a seven bagger, but if that’s the
case, he might have pre empted. East might
also be too flat and too broke to raise to the 
four level.
M.M.: Part ner ac tu ally held ♠Axx ♥x

♦AJ10xxx ♣AKx. He in tended, if his part -
ner bid 3NT, to bid 4♦ to show a strong
hand with a bro ken di a mond suit and sug -
gest a pos si ble club con tract if part ner had 
club length. But one im por tant ques tion is
whether a 4♣ bid should be forc ing, as
Jan, Eddie and Harvey ap par ently as -
sumed, but John de scribes as a “noth ing”
bid. The ta ble re sult shows the prob lem:
My part ner bid 4♣ with this hand, and I
passed, think ing he might hold some thing
like ♠Qxx ♥Qxx ♦xx ♣QJxxx. I would
have bid 5♣ with part ner’s hand as Bob
did, but that does n’t nec es sar ily get us to
six. Nor mally one does not cue bid and
pass part ner’s next bid short of game; but
in com pe ti tion, no ma jor fit, and crowded
bid ding, should the nor mal rules ap ply?
Part ner knows, from his di a mond hold ing,
that you have a good all-around hand—not 
a solid di a mond suit, need ing only a heart
stop per for 3NT.
Josh’s 4NT bid also looks log i cal to me,

as of fer ing a choice of mi nors.

Problem 3. 
 
Both vul ner a ble, IMPs
You, South, hold 

♠AKJ8 ♥97 ♦10 ♣AKQJ62

South West          North East
1♣ Pass           Pass 1♥
?
What call do you make?

WITTES: 1♠. If spades are raised, I’ll bid 
game. If not, I’ll re bid clubs at my next op -
por tu nity.
ETTER: 1♠. I feel that 2♠ should be re -

served for a 6-5 hand or a slightly better
hand, still short of a 2♣ opener (maybe
♠AKQ10). I would like to get to bid 2♥ at
next turn, in di cat ing in ter est in 3NT, but I
may not get that chance. 2♥ now could be
right for the same rea son, but I feel that I
should show my spades. 
Bear in mind that the fi nal con tract may

be 1♣ at the other ta ble. Mi nus 400 in 3NT 
would n’t score very well against that.
STRAUCH: 1♠. I will later com pete in

clubs, to the four-level if nec es sary.
JANITSCHKE: Dou ble. I’d rather risk

hav ing to pull part ner’s di a mond bid back
to clubs and maybe get a trick too high,
than bid 1♠ or 2♠ and have him pass me
with three cards in spades and one or two
in clubs.

BRODY: Dou ble. This shows the value of 
your hand, and you can han dle all part ner's
re sponses.
KAN TAR: 2♠. A slam dunk.
DONN: 2♠. This should be a unan i mous

vote. Q10xx of spades and out is game so I
can hardly do less, and the time is con ve -
nient to in tro duce that suit. If part ner does -
n’t like spades then how bad can 3♣ be?
Dou ble would just be wast ing my turn;

it’s com pletely off point. A con tin u a tion
like 2♥, 3♦, Pass, would get me a level
higher in clubs for no good rea son, and
why should n’t part ner com pete with ♠xxx
♥xxx ♦KJxxx ♣xx in what he ex pects to
be a fit?
M.M.: Will part ner raise 1♠ with ♠Qxxx

♥xxx ♦xxx ♣xxx? I doubt it. But even if
part ner will raise to 2♠ with any four card
hold ing, I still don’t like it. Nor do I like a
dou ble. The op po nents have lots of high
cards and lots of dis tri bu tion. If you bid ei -
ther 1♠ or dou ble, and the next hand bids
2♥, 3♥ or 4♥, do you ex pect part ner to bid 
any thing with some thing like ♠Qxxx and a
red suit queen? 
When you can an tic i pate com pe ti tion, I

think it pays to show whether you are com -
pet ing for the part-score or still think game 
is likely. There fore I am in the same camp
as the last two pan el ists on this one.

Problem 4. 

East-West vul ner a ble, IMPs

North
♠AKJ5
♥A74
♦2
♣KQJ75

West                                   East
♠Q9762                             ♠1083
♥106                                  ♥K952
♦AQ107                            ♦543
♣73                                    ♣A82

South
♠4
♥QJ83
♦KJ986
♣1064

North East          South  West
1♣ Pass           1♥ Pass
2♠ Pass           2NT Pass
3♥ Pass           3NT     (all Pass)

Open ing lead: ♠6

1. ♠6  A  3  4
2. ♣5  2  10  7
3. ♣4  3  J  8
4. ♣K  A  6 ♠2
5. ♦5  J  Q  6
6. ♠7  J  8  ♦6
7. ♥4  2  Q  6

Claim ing nine tricks. Ap por tion the fault.

STRAUCH: West 70%. He should have
worked out the dis tri bu tion and di a mond
po si tion, and there fore switched to a high
heart. East could be right to duck if South
had ♥Q-10 and the ♦A, but it seems odds
against.
ETTER: West 80%. Many will blame East

for duck ing the ♥ K at the “cru cial” point
in the hand, but that’s in flu enced by hav ing 
seen all four hands. De clarer might have
held a to tally dif fer ent hand from the one
given – i.e., ♥ Q1083 and ♦KJ1076. The
only way to beat that hand is to duck at
trick 7 and hope South misguesses hearts.
West should have rea soned af ter win ning
♦Q that de clarer will take the spade fi nesse 
(if needed) if a sec ond spade is led, and so
if de clarer has the ♥K, there are nine tricks 
avail able. (De clarer will guess hearts any -
way with KJxx since I have the 10). So
West needs East to hold the ♥K (or the QJ
when de clarer has a stiff spade). So the
♥10 is re quired from West at trick 6. East
gets 20% for not be ing as good as Garozzo
and ris ing with the king of hearts at trick 7.
JANITSCHKE: West 80%. West ap par -

ently read the di a mond po si tion prop erly,
so he should have known that his part ner
needs the ♥K to set the hand, and thus he
should have led the ♥10 at trick 6. From
East’s point of view, fly ing with the ♥K
could have been wrong if West had held
♥Jx or ♥Qx and South the ♦A.
BRODY: West 100%. West should know

that if de clarer has ♥K, he has nine tricks.
There fore it’s West’s job to switch to ♥10,
so that East will win and con tinue di a -
monds to beat the hand.

DONN: 100% West. East cor rectly gave
count on the open ing lead when he could -
n’t beat the jack in dummy, so West was
asleep at the switch by not play ing a heart
back. A spade could never be su pe rior to a
heart in terms of chances to set the con -
tract, plus East would n’t have had a chance 
to duck the heart later. East’s duck of the
heart was fine. If South had the same shape 
but with ♥J and ♦8 switched for the ♥10
and ♦10, then East has to duck the heart to 
give the de fense a chance. This is a very
plau si ble lay out too, since then West would 
have good rea son to stay off a heart re turn. 

I don’t see any way East could have
worked out that was go ing on, since West
should al ways have played a heart back
from his ac tual hand.

KAN TAR: This is a toughie. West might
have bro ken with tra di tion and given suit
pref er ence rather than count in clubs to em -
pha size the di a mond strength. As for East,
it is right for East to duck if South has the
♦KJ10 with any heart hold ing. It is right to 
go up if South does not have the ♦10. I
don’t blame any body.

M.M.: Why should n’t West lead a heart to 
force East to take his king (if he has it)
since West has the ♦10?

WITTES: East 100%. East can surely see
that if South wins the heart, he has nine
tricks. The only chance the de fense has is
to rise with the heart king and hope part ner
has the ♦A10 left. An ad di tional in di ca tion 
is that part ner’s first dis card was the ♠2,
which should im ply a good di a mond hold -
ing since he could dis card a higher spade if 
he had no strong pref er ence.

M.M.: Would West en cour age with AQ10
of di a monds, but dis cour age with AQ9? I
agree with the five pan el ists who faulted
West more than East … per haps be cause I
WAS East, and ducked for the rea sons they
stated.

Problem 5. 

Both vul ner a ble, matchpoints

You, South hold 

♠10754 ♥ – ♦QJ106 ♣QJ752

North East           South West

1♥ 1♠             ?

What call do you make?

KAN TAR: Pass. I hate this hand.

DONN: Pass. The most ob vi ous con se -
quence of mak ing a neg a tive dou ble would
be to find part ner re bid ding hearts. Con sid -
er ing that I have neg a tive of fense for him
in hearts, I want to get out while the get ting 
is good. If it con tin ues 2♠, Pass, Pass, I
will in fer a fit (or pray for one any way) and 
be in there with 2NT, for a choice of mi -
nors. If part ner sim ply passes out 1♠ then I 
think we are right where we want to be,
which is de fend ing in our own likely seven 
card fit.

If part ner bal ances with 2♥ I prob a bly
still gained, since that means he likely
would have re bid 3♥ had I made a neg a tive 
dou ble.

WITTES: Pass. I do not like this hand
with a heart void. If I dou ble and part ner
jumps in hearts, he will not be happy at all
with this dummy.

JANITSCHKE: Pass. Yes, of course I
could make a neg a tive dou ble … but you
would have to prom ise me part ner won’t
re bid hearts!

BRODY: Pass. It’s too dan ger ous to bid at 
this point. Why not let the op po nents get
into trou ble in stead of us?

STRAUCH: Pass. Dou ble could work out, 
but I’d be afraid that part ner would be bid -
ding too many hearts. He still may over my 
pass.

ETTER: Dou ble. I have enough points to
bid, length in the un bid suits, and no real
spade stop per. If part ner is 3-3 in mi nors
and chooses to bid one of them, he will
prob a bly bid clubs, which is good. (As an
aside, once Eric Rodwell bid notrump
twice (!) on the same spade hold ing against 
me on a sim i lar auc tion … when
Meckstroth had never bid at all … and he
landed on his feet. I guess I’m not good
enough to do that!)


