
Mas ter Solv ers Panel

By Mar shall Miles
San Bernardino, Ca lif.

Our June pan el ists are Da vid
Chechelashvili & Rick Roeder, Dis trict 22;
(Ed i tor’s note: These San Diego area play -
ers were team mates of Mar shall on D22’s
win ning GNT team which will com pete in
the Las Ve gas NABC cham pi on ship.); Rose 
Meltzer-Kyle Larsen & JoAnna Stansby,
Dis trict 21; Bobby Wolff & Ken Barbour,
Dis trict 17; and guest pan el ist Eddie Kan -
tar of Dis trict 23.

Problem 1.

North/South vul ner a ble, IMPs
As dealer, vul ner a ble, you hold 

ÍKQJ10854 Ì7 Ëvoid ÊKQ642

What call do you make --
(a) if not play ing Namyats?
(b) if play ing Namyats?

ROSE-KYLE: (a) and (b) 1Í. This is an
open ing one-bid no mat ter what sys tem
you’re play ing.
KEN: (a) and (b) 1Í. There is too much

play ing strength for a pre empt, though with 
dis tri bu tional hands like this, any thing can
work. Namyats is wrong, since part ner
would un doubt edly over-value the ËA.
JOANNA: (a) and (b) 1Í. Own ing the

boss suit, there is no rea son to do any thing
other than try to bid sci en tif i cally. If my
spades were hearts in stead, I would try a
tac ti cal 4NT (Black wood) open ing. There
are too many play ing tricks for Namyats.
DA VID: (a) 1Í; (b) 1Í. I be lieve there are 

two chal lenges when hold ing this hand.
First is to in ves ti gate slam pos si bil ity; sec -
ond is to pre empt the op po nents from find -
ing a pos si ble cheap save, or pos si bly a
mak ing con tract of their own. I think it all
co mes down to which of those two chal -
lenges you give higher pri or ity. If find ing a 
slam has higher pri or ity, then you should
open 1Í; if pre empt ing has higher pri or ity,
you should open 4Í. To me this is not a
Namyats hand, since it does not help you
more than 1Í in find ing the right slam, and 
it does not pre empt as much as 4Í. I would 
start with 1Í and jump shift to 3Ê if given
a chance. If the op po nents in ter fere, with
part ner pass ing, I would bid 4Í, and bid to
5Í over an op po nent’s bid of 5Ì or 5Ë.
EDDIE: I would start with 1Í with this

hand and play it by ear. I can’t see mak ing
a strong open ing bid with out an ace.
RICK: Sci en tists will open 1Í, not re al iz -

ing that it is not likely that this hand can be 
bid sci en tif i cally (es pe cially af ter com pe ti -
tion). Those who want to win the post-mor -
tem will open 4Ë. Prac ti cal souls will open
4Í, at tempt ing to shut out the heart suit,
and give up on cer tain cold slams. Color
me prac ti cal. I will come again in spades if
the op po nents bid at the five level. As for
my clubs, surprise!
BOBBY: (a) 1Í. It’s just too strong for

even a vul ner a ble 4Í open ing, and open ing 
with a strong 2Ê should be re stricted to
when you are play ing against wimps, since
in most cases it loses its tac ti cal ad van -
tages. (b) 4Ë. I never liked Namyats till
now. Back in the dawn of time my brother
and I played an open ing 2Ë bid which
asked for spe cific con trols, but we crossed
it off our card, since the right hands never
came up for that bid either.

Problem 2.

Nei ther vul ner a ble, matchpoints
As South, you hold 

ÍK8 ÌQ8 ËKJ63 Ê109875

East South         West North
1Ê Pass           1Ì Pass
2Ê Pass           2Ì 2Í
3Ê ?

What call would you make?

BOBBY: Dou ble (with pass as a sub sti tute 
choice against con ser va tive op po nents.)
Matchpoints makes for strange bed fel lows.
Here we are at the mercy of the bridge pup -
pe teer.
EDDIE: Dou ble. Part ner seems to have

hearts and spades, which make my di a -
mond hon ors look pretty good. How many
overtricks did they make?
JOANNA: Pass. I’m grate ful part ner was

able to push them up one.

DA VID: Pass. I be lieve part ner has weak
spades and a full open ing hand. Some peo -
ple be lieve that it is better not to over call
with that type of hand to avoid a lead by
part ner of their weak suit. 
I per son ally don’t agree with that logic,

but that’s the only ex pla na tion I can find
for part ner’s bid ding. My sec ond choice
would be to dou ble, but un less I am hav ing 
a bad ses sion and des per ately need a top
board, I would pass, ex pect ing to get
average plus anyway.
KEN: Pass. A most mys te ri ous se quence.

Yes, North is in a (sort of) bal anc ing seat,
but the op po nents have shown no fit. I sup -
pose he could have ÌAK, and good spades, 
ex pect ing to dou ble 1NT on round 2, but
I’m not pre pared to put money on that in -
ter pre ta tion!
ROSE-KYLE: Pass, al though at

matchpoints it’s tempt ing to bid 3Ë which
might be the win ning call. Of course, if
they dou ble and lead a trump??! Part ner’s
spades aren’t out stand ing with no di rect
over call over 1Ì, but he may be some thing
like ÍQxxxx Ìxxxx ËAxxx Êvoid.
RICK: Part ner has made an ad vance bal -

ance in a lim ited auc tion and could not
even mus ter a 1Í over call. You should kiss 
part ner for push ing the op po nents to a
3-level con tract that you have a good
chance to beat. Since your de fense against
3Ê is about 10 times greater than your de -
fense against 3Ì, any thoughts of dou bling
should be im me di ately dis missed. Yes,
part ner could eas ily have four hearts but
what if not? Dou ble is need lessly greedy
and bru tally pun ishes part ner for what may
have been an en ter pris ing bal ance. 
Any body con sid er ing a 3Í bid should also 

consider taking up Parcheesi.
M.M.: Most of the pan el ists passed, ex -

press ing puz zle ment why part ner would
pass the first time and bid 2Í the sec ond.
South’s (my) hand was ÍAxxxxx Ìxxxx
Ëxxx Ê void. I didn’t think it was “our”
hand and didn’t want to en cour age part ner 
to com pete to a high level or dou ble the op -
po nents, but usu ally the 2Ì bid would end
the auc tion, and I wanted to push them a
trick higher. Rick best ex pressed my prob a -
ble rea sons for bid ding. Bid ding here is
fairly safe. West de nied four spades, and
East was un likely to dou ble “un der” the
bid der. Whether West can make 3Ê or not
(ac tu ally he was cold for 3Ê), you will
prob a bly get a better score de fend ing 3Ê
than you would de fend ing 2Ì (cold for
three and of ten mak ing four). So you
should be happy the op po nents are in
clubs, but it would be a mis take to double
(changing a top to a bottom).

Problem 3.

North/South vul ner a ble, IMPs
You, South, hold 

Í10962 ÌK1095 ËAK9 ÊK2

East South         West North
3Ë Pass           Pass Dbl
Pass ?

What call would you make?

KEN: 3NT, thus maybe miss ing a slam for 
the sec ond time this month. Five of a ma jor 
may go set with bad splits, and if I cue-bid, 
I would be tempted to move on over part -
ner’s ma jor-suit game bid. This is not as
good a hand as it looks, with ËAK not pull -
ing full weight for a suit slam.
EDDIE: 3NT. Which ever ma jor part ner

bids (if I bid 4Ë) may be break ing ob -
scenely. Why not just take the money and
run?
BOBBY: 3NT. This will work out to be

wrong only when we should be in a slam.
A 4Ë cue bid will get us to our better ma jor 
fit, but bad breaks could get us a mi nus re -
sult. It would be hard to imag ine 3NT go -
ing set.
JOANNA: 3NT. It’s un likely that we can

make 10 tricks in four of a ma jor, but only
eight tricks in notrump.
ROSE-KYLE: We go with 4Ë. No pass,

no 3NT. Part ner will know it’s our hand
with the di rect cue bid.
DA VID: 4Ë, and then pass four of a ma jor 

that part ner bids.
M.M.: That might have been my choice at

matchpoint scor ing. Part ner will usu ally
have a four card ma jor, and when he does,
you will usu ally (but not al ways) score
better in the ma jor suit than in notrump.
This time he held ÍAJx ÌAxx ♦xx
ÊAQxxx, and clubs split 4-2. Was it a mis -
take for him to dou ble?

RICK: 4Ë. Oh, I ex pect 3NT to make.
How ever, my di a mond stop pers rep re sent
trans fer able of fen sive val ues. If you catch
part ner with a big hand and you bid 3NT,
he may mis tak enly think there is some di a -
mond wast age and not drive to slam when
six of a major is cold.
M.M.: If we can make a slam, it won’t be

easy to bid, start ing at the four level. You
could be con sid er ably weaker for your cue
bid: Íxxxx ÌKxxx Ëx ÊKQxx.

Problem 4.

East/West vul ner a ble, IMPs
You, South, hold

ÍK7543 Ì62 Ë8 ÊQ9754

East South         West North
1Ì ?

What call would you make?
(a) If you pass, LHO bids 4Ì, and part ner 

and opener passes; what call would you
make?
(b) If the op po nents are play ing a strong

club (16+) and some times open a four card 
ma jor with a lon ger mi nor, how would that 
af fect your an swers to parts (a) and (b)?

EDDIE: I would pass 1Ì and pass 4Ì re -
gard less.
RICK: (a) Pass ini tially. I like light Mi -

chaels bids, but not with these moth-eaten
suits. (b) Keep pass ing. Part ner could not
dou ble 4Ë with known heart short ness and
know ing what the vul ner a bil ity is. They
will of ten be able to make at least 11 tricks, 
so bid ding the sec ond time around will of -
ten give the op po nents a “dou ble shot.”
Once you pass ini tially, it is con sis tent to

pass the sec ond time around. An un der -
rated bridge ad age: 
“When fixed, stay fixed.”
BOBBY: (a) 1Í. It’s a bid der’s game. (b)

Pass. To guess to bid at this level is ri dic u -
lous, and any one who does should have
tried 1Í or Mi chaels at his first turn.
DA VID: (a) 1Í. (b) Pass. (c) That would

only af fect my de ci sion in (b) If I was a 1Í
bid der, I would pass, but since I passed
any way, that is not go ing to af fect my bid -
ding de ci sion. I can un der stand a pass, but
I don’t un der stand Mi chaels with that hand. 
Get my weak hand into the fray.
ROSE-KYLE: (a) 2Ì. Get Mi chaels in

early. (b) 4Í, which shows two places to
play in our sys tem. 
(c) We still bid Mi chaels.
KEN: (a) 2Ì. This is text book Mi chaels –

at least with fa vor able vul ner a bil ity. (b)
Pass. To bid here is ri dic u lous. (Was this
an ap peals case? It seems fa mil iar). You
have no clue about the hand. They may go
down, they may have missed a slam. 
(c) No change to prior answers.
JOANNA: (a) 2Ì, Mi chaels. I want to en -

cour age a save if part ner fits spades. (b)
Pass! (c) No change from pre vi ous tac tics.
M.M.: My part ner passed over 1Ì and bid 

4Í over 4Ì. I hap pened to hold AQJxx of
spades and the king of clubs. We gained 11 
IMPs (-50), but I thought his ac tion was
ex tremely dan ger ous, es pe cially play ing a
pair whose one bids were lim ited. I prob a -
bly would have passed through out with his
hand, but am now con vinced an over call of 
1Í is better. I play that a Mi chaels bid
shows a good of fen sive hand and en cour -
ages part ner to com pete even at the three
or four level with a fit for ei ther suit, pos si -
bly with just three cards in the ma jor. I
would rather part ner play me for sounder
min i mum val ues for the cue bid (which
forces us to a higher level) than for a one
level over call, which can have a very wide
range of strength.

Problem 5. 

Matchpoints, both vul ner a ble

West                                   East
Í AQ9653                          Í 84
Ì K6                                  Ì 42
Ë AK7                                Ë l0963
ÊA6                                   ÊKQJ42

West North         East South
1Í Pass           Pass Pass

(a) Ap por tion the blame for miss ing game.
(b) How do you think the un con tested bid -

ding should go? 
(Give a com plete se quence).
ROSE-KYLE: A lot of the blame goes to

West for not open ing 2Ê: 20 HCP and a
6-card suit can make a game op po site very

lit tle. Give part ner ÍJx ÌQJx Ëxx
Êxxxxxx and the odds are pretty good. But 
East’s bid ding (or lack of it) is even worse. 
The ÊJ makes this a man da tory re sponse to 
an open ing bid, even if you’re not play ing
forc ing NT. We would as sess the blame at
40% for West, and 60% for East‘s pass
over 1Í. We bid the hand 2Ê, 2Ë, 2Í*,
3Ê**, 3NT, 4Í. (2Í* usu ally guar an tees a
6-card suit, as we bid NT with all bal anced
hands. This auc tion shows a 6-3-2-2 dis tri -
bu tion. 3Ê** could be a sec ond neg a tive.

BOBBY: (a) West 0%, East 60%. East’s
pass is not com pletely un rea son able, since
1NT will of ten lead to a mi nus score. 

I think open ing 2NT is too much of a dis -
tor tion, al though on this hand it would
have been the win ning ac tion. I sug gest the 
auc tion of 1Í, 1NT, 3NT.

JOANNA: West ought to open 2Ê with no 
good re bid af ter a 1NT re sponse, but East
gets 90% of the blame for his ec cen tric
pass. My auc tion would be 2Ê, 2Ë, 2Í, 2N, 
3Í, 4Í, Pass.

KEN: (a) This is a mar ginal game at
matchpoints. (3NT by W. is best, but who
would ever open the West hand 2NT?).
[M.M.: I would!] The blame, if such there
is, goes 100% to East, who has a nor mal
1NT re sponse. (b) The best se quence is:
1Í, 1NT, 3Ë, 3Í, 4Ê, 4Í, Pass.

DA VID: (a) It is a mat ter of style, first
whether to open the hand with 1Í or 2Ê,
and sec ond, whether to pass or re spond
with the East hand. I think the blame goes
equally to both, be cause ob vi ously they
failed to dis cuss each other’s styles. My
per sonal pref er ence is to open 1Í with
West’s hand, and to re spond 1NT with
East’s hand. My ma jor rea son for open ing
1Í rather than 2Ê is that the suit is too
weak to re bid it twice af ter open ing 2Ê. 

If you open 1Í, you will have no prob lem
with jump shift ing to 3Ë, and ei ther pass ing 
3NT, or bid ding 4Í, de pend ing on what
part ner does. If you open 2Ê and bid 2Í
over a 2Ë re sponse, your next bid is prob -
lem atic un less part ner raises spades. 

Bid ding 3Í should prom ise a better suit.
(b)1Í, 1NT, 3Ë, 3Í (wait ing, shows tol er -
ance in spades), 4Í.

EDDIE: (a) I think West should open 2Ê - 
but East should re spond if West opens 1Í,
so I make it 50-50. (b) 1Í, 1NT, 3NT.
Shows six spades, bal anced. I guess East
should cor rect to 4Í. 

Or 2Ê, 3Ê, 3Í, 4Ê, 6Ê. I hate this se -
quence, but the way I play, if re sponder
raises to 4Í, that is forc ing.

RICK: (a) East 100%. (b) In Stan dard
Amer i can, the auc tion should go 1Í 1NT,
3Ë, 4Ë, (tem po riz ing with 3Í is 70%), 4Í,
Pass. This hand il lus trates one of the gaps
in Stan dard Amer i can bid ding that can be
eas ily rem e died: Over a 1NT re sponse,
2NT by opener should be ar ti fi cial and
game forc ing. Re sponder can “punt” with
3Ê to al low opener to com plete his de -
scrip tion, show hearts via trans fer bids, and 
better de fine types of spade sup port as well 
as other cool stuff. This also means that
jump shifts by opener are at least 5-5 and
show in vi ta tional val ues. The stan dard
treat ment of 2NT is not an ab so lute ne ces -
sity. Joe Kivel was one of Cal i for nia’s ear -
li est ad vo cates of this ap proach. 

Us ing 2NT forc ing, the ac tion could go
1Í, 1NT, 2NT, 3Ê, 3Í, 4Í.

M.M.: It is iron i cal that with the same
high cards and 4-3-3-3 dis tri bu tion, ev ery -
one would open 2NT, but with two ex tra
spades (which make the hand better, not
worse) the pop u lar choice is 1Í! Op po site
Kx of spades and noth ing else, you are al -
most as likely to make an over trick (with a
heart lead) as to make an under trick. An -
other fac tor: Un less re sponder has a very
good hand, prob a bly 12 points or more, re -
sponder, if he bids, will prob a bly bid 1NT,
so now if you play 3NT (a very likely con -
tract), it will be played from the wrong
side. Ei ther a 2NT or 2Ê bid will prob a bly
al low the strong hand to be de clarer. Most
play ers keep the bid ding open with any six
points. At rub ber bridge or IMPs, this may
be a good idea, since games pay more. At
matchpoints the ques tion is whether keep -
ing the bid ding open will cause part ner to
get to a better or worse con tract. Will he
jump to 3Í, for down one since he can’t
use your hand, or will he get to a good
game, per haps in a mi nor? Un less opener
has a very good hand and at least two
clubs, your hand may be worthless.


