
July 2008 Mas ters Solv ers Panel
By Mar shall Miles
San Bernardino, Ca lif.

Our July pan el ists are Paul Ivaska and
Fred Ham il ton, Dis trict 17; Hamish
Bennett and Gary Soules, Dis trict 21; Ross 
Grabel and John Swanson, Dis trict 22; and 
Ed Da vis, guest pan el ist from Dis trict 23.

Problem 1.

Both vul, IMPs
You, South, hold 

♠K107654 ÌKQ ËJ753 ♣2

North East           South West
1♣ Pass           1♠ Pass
2♣ Pass           ?

What call would you make?

BENNETT: 2Í. Part ner prob a bly has a
stiff spade – on bad days a void. But my
hand will take more tricks in spades than in 
clubs, and part ner’s high cards will take
some tricks too.
DA VIS: 2Í. Close to a pass, since 2♣ is

more likely to make than 2Í (part ner’s suit
is surely better than ours). But there is
enough of a chance of game that it is worth 
bid ding again at IMPs.
HAM IL TON: 2Í. If there is game it is in

spades. I am not try ing to im prove the
partscore, but 2Í should play okay. And if
by chance pard can raise, I like our chances 
for a spade game! A pes si mis tic pass is re -
ally the only other al ter na tive.
GRABEL: 2Í. This falls some what short

of an in vi ta tional hand be cause the
KQ-tight in hearts don’t pull full weight.
Pass of 2♣ is too uni lat eral.
IVASKA: 2Í. Game is un likely but hardly 

im pos si ble, so it seems to me that I should
bid again. Not only that, but 2♣ is n’t a cer -
tain make, so I’m not nec es sar ily jeop ar diz -
ing a known plus score.
SWANSON: 2Í. I don’t con sider this

close. Bad suit, mis fit.
M.M.: I think John is ex plain ing why he

wouldn’t bid MORE than 2Í. Much de -
pends upon whether part ner usu ally raises
spades with three card sup port and a ruff -
ing value. If so, when he doesn’t raise
spades im me di ately, your chances of mak -
ing 4Í are very slim.
SOULES: Pass quickly. The in fer ence is

my part ner would go out of his way to bid
1NT, and I do not want to play op po site a
stiff. There is no game, so let the op po nents 
bal ance and go down. 
M.M.: It looks like Gary is the only one in

my camp on this hand. I cal cu late the odds
against mak ing game here at least 5-1
against, and even if you find a great fit like
ÍAx ÌAxx Ëxx♣AQ10xxx, you still don’t
have a cinch to make it. So why jeop ar dize
the part-score plus? I am em bar rassed to
ad mit that at the ta ble I bid 2Í with this
hand, down 200 when 2♣ would make.
Should part ner have re bid 3♣ over 2Í with 
Í void ÌAxx Ë109xx ♣AK10xxx? (mak ing
three with a 3-3 club split, mak ing two with 
the more likely 4-2 split). I don’t think so.
The fault was mine.

Problem 2.

Nei ther vul, IMPs
You, South, hold 

♠AJ6 ÌK7543 Ë8 ♣J765

East South         West North
1Ë ?

What call do you make?

BENNETT: Pass. The two other choices
are 1Ì or dou ble. I would not dou ble in
sec ond seat; and I hate 1Ì since that is not
nec es sar ily the lead I want (but ob vi ously it 
could work out all right). 
There fore I go qui etly for now.
GRABEL: Pass. I don’t quib ble with a 1Ì

over call, since I strongly feel that the saf est 
time to get into an auc tion is at your first
op por tu nity. How ever, with a suit so weak, 
I hate to prej u dice a lead from part ner
should we de fend. If it is our hand, I
should get an other chance.
M.M.: Yes, but will you take that chance

at the two or three level?
SWANSON: Pass. Al though a 1Ì over -

call might work very well, my meth ods re -

quire a better suit or a better hand. 
One of the draw backs of the over call is

that if part ner has the val ues for a suit bid
of his own, you will want to raise, and part -
ner is cer tain to be very dis ap pointed in
what you ta ble as dummy.
SOULES: Pass. If I were to over call with

9 HCP, I would need a better suit.
HAM IL TON: 1Ì. Al though dou ble is

more flex i ble, it will not un cover an
eight-card heart fit. This hand is too light
for a take out dou ble. 
My sec ond choice is pass, since I don’t

own much of a suit, or much of a hand.
IVASKA: 1Ì. To a great ex tent, this is a

mat ter of in di vid ual and part ner ship style.
How ever, the mod ern ten dency is to over -
call, de spite the ob vi ous risk of at tract ing a
poor lead and the fact that I’m not in con ve -
nienc ing the op po nents. I’m pre pared to be
told that over call ing is los ing bridge. (In -
deed, I have a sneak ing sus pi cion that it is,
and I would be in ter ested in see ing the re -
sults of a com puter sim u la tion.) How ever, I 
think that my coun ter part at the other ta ble
will over call, so I don’t pro pose to cre ate a
swing by pass ing. A take out dou ble could
be the win ner as it would make it much
eas ier to get to a black suit con tract, but it
has two se ri ous draw backs, i.e, the risk of
miss ing an eight-card heart fit and (more
serious) being about a king light.
DA VIS: 1Ì. Over call ing gives us a better

chance to con test the auc tion. How ever,
this is barely worth an over call. I’d pass
with one less black card and one more di a -
mond. Over call ing with this hand is more a 
mat ter of style than right or wrong.
M.M.: I’ll ad mit that this is a rather weak

over call, but I am not con vinced pass ing is
better. Sup pose part ner has some thing like
♠Qxx ÌAxx Ëxxx ♣A10xx. You pass, LHO
bids 1♠. Part ner passes and RHO re bids
1NT. The op po nents can eas ily make 1NT;
you can prob a bly make 2Ì. But should
part ner have bid when you passed?
 Even when he has better dis tri bu tion:

♠Qxx ÌQxxx ËQxxx ♣Ax or ♠Qxxx
ÌQJxx ËAxxx ♣x, why is it eas ier and safer 
for him to bid than it is for you? Nor can I
imag ine any se quence where it is safer for
you to re open the bid ding later than it is to
bid now. Whether it goes 1♦, Pass, 1NT, or 
1Ë, Pass, 1♠, Pass, 1NT or 1Ë, Pass 1♠,
Pass, 2♠, can you bid safely at the higher
level? In my ex am ples, part ner al ways had
a heart fit. What if he doesn’t? Then the
op po nents will dis re gard your bid and get
to the same con tract they would get to if
you had passed. 
Noth ing gained, but noth ing lost.

Problem 3.

North-South vul, IMPs
You, South, hold 

ÍA75 ÌAKJ1072 Ë ♣AJ54

East South         West North
3Ë ?

What call would you make?

SOULES: 4Ì. I play this as a very strong
hand. If I dou ble and they bid 5Ë, I would
be guess ing at the five level.
HAM IL TON: Dou ble. This is clear-cut.

Any im me di ate heart over call is too one-di -
men sional, with good sup port for both
black suits. I will bid 4Ì over a 3Í or 4Ê
re ply, and a jump to 4Í would lead me to
slam. Pard would hardly cor rect a 4Ì over -
call to 4Í with some thing like ÍKQxxxx
Ìxx ËJxx ÊKx, and we would miss a
likely grand slam! Plus, a pos si ble leave-in
when part ner has di a monds would be okay.
DA VIS: Dou ble. The hand is worth 4Ì,

but there is too much po ten tial in other
suits to jump to 4Ì. I will bid the cheap est
num ber of hearts over 3Í or 4Í by part ner,
cue bid 4♦ over 4♣ and make a grand slam 
force over 5♣. If the op po nents jump to 5♦
and part ner dou bles, I will bid 6Ì (5NT al -
low ing part ner to bid 6♣ might work out
better, but I’d be risk ing a 6Í bid from
partner).
BENNETT: Dou ble. This hand has slam

po ten tial. Also, part ner could be weak with 
di a mond tricks, and our best plus is a pen -
alty.
GRABEL: Dou ble. I’m in clined to say

“What’s the prob lem?” al though there is a
risk that part ner with some 3-3-4-3 hand
will pass and we will col lect a pal try pen -
alty when on for game or even slam, but
any thing else is a dis tor tion. 4Ì is not too

far from the mark, but – with ev ery suit in
play – I hate to make a bid that sets trumps.
IVASKA: Dou ble. This hand is too strong 

and too ame na ble to play ing in spades or
clubs for the only al ter na tive of 4Ì. I could 
even miss a good grand slam in one of the
black suits. Not only that, but de fend ing
3♦ dou bled may well be our best spot, e.g.
op po site Í10xx Ìx ♦KJxxx ♣Qxxx.
SWANSON: Dou ble. There is al ways po -

ten tial for a prob lem when one fails to bid
a good suit im me di ately, but I am will ing
to trade that risk for the pos si bil ity of find -
ing a win ning black suit contract.
M.M.: Our op po nents bid 4Ì with this

hand. Our team mates dou bled and got to
6Í, mak ing seven.

Problem 4.

Nei ther vul, matchpoints
You, South, hold 

ÍK10764 Ì— ♦Q8 ♣K109863

South West          North East
Pass Pass           1Ì 2♦
?

What call would you make?

HAM IL TON: Dou ble. We can re move a
2Ì re bid to 3Ê, while a 2Í bid by us
would leave us in the soup if we get the ex -
pected 3Ì re bid. Of course there is dan ger
in volved in this dou ble, since we are a bit
light for a free bid, es pe cially with the ËQ - 
an iffy value. 
I don't gen er ally like to get in volved when 

void in part ner’s suit, but this hand has too
much play ing strength to go quietly.
SOULES: Dou ble. Even if part ner bids

4Ì, my two kings might be help ful. And
maybe great things can hap pen if part ner
has a fit with me. Even a hand as bad as Íx 
ÌQxxxx ËAxx ÊAxxx might make a slam, 
and if I pass part ner should not re open.
DA VIS: Dou ble. 2Í would ca ter to find -

ing a 5-3 fit but the com bi na tion of only
five spades (I can still hold six spades even 
though I am a passed hand) and a weak suit 
(I don’t want part ner pass ing 2Í with a
min i mum hand and short spades) and an -
other suit to bid over 2NT by part ner
makes the flex i ble bid the better choice.
BENNETT: Dou ble. Dan ger ous, but I

have both my suits and am show ing them
as cheaply as pos si ble!
GRABEL: Dou ble. If part ner bids 2Ì,

he’ll be dis ap pointed in my void, but such
is life. The dou ble is easy; the fol low ups
may not be as easy.
IVASKA: Dou ble. I’ll try 3♣ over 2Ì or

2NT. 3♣, fol lowed by 3Í is likely to get us 
too high. I usu ally bid ag gres sively with
6-5s but here the signs (two los ing di a -
monds, void in part ner’s suit) are hardly
pro pi tious, es pe cially in the matchpoint cir -
cum stances which re ward plus scores.
Should part ner sur prise me with 2Í, 
I’ll chance 4Í, a bit of a guess, but part ner 

can not be ex pected to make an in tel li gent
de ci sion if I merely in vite.
M.M.: If it goes 1Ì, 2♦, Pass, 3♦, Pass,

Pass, would a 3Í bid show both spades
and clubs? Why else would you fail to bid
2Í, but bid 3Í next round? Or is this rea -
son ing too far-fetched?
SWANSON: Dou ble. Bid ding a black suit 

im me di ately begs for a di sas ter, and an
first-round pass will not leave me well
placed no mat ter how the se quence de vel -
ops. The plan is to re move a 2Ì re bid by
part ner to 3♣.

Problem 5.

Both vul, IMPs
You hold 

ÍAK65 ÌKJ108 ♦K8 ♣AK5

Play ing a match in which your team trails 
by 30 IMPs with 16 boards to go. Noth ing
much has hap pened in the first eight of
these fi nal boards, and you hear your part -
ner open 1♦, show ing an un bal anced
hand. You re spond 1Ì. Part ner raises to
3Ì, which your sys tem de fines as 11-15
HCP with four hearts and a sin gle ton. 
How do you plan to bid from this point

on? And what do you hope for?
HAM IL TON: 3Í. I am go ing to bid

Keycard at some point, but it can not hurt to 

cuebid first. It is ob vi ously six or seven,
but let’s see if pard will cue 4Ë or just go
back to 4Ì. If no 4Ë cue we might face Íx
ÌAQxx ËAJxx Êxxxx, or Íx ÌAQxx
ËQJxxx ÊQxx. (By the way, is a cuebid
forced with ËA, or could it be by passed
with a dead min i mum?) If all the con trols
are pres ent, I’ll make a grand slam try with
6Ê. Or if 4Ë showed a non-min i mum, I
might try seven af ter a KCB re sponse
show ing two with the ÌQ. Bear in mind
that if part ner’s hand is such a rag that his
coun ter part did not even open it, it’s pos si -
ble that 6Ì could be a pick-up!
SOULES: I bid 3Í, and hope to hear a di -

a mond cuebid. If so, I just bid 5NT. I hope
to get to 7Ì, but he needs a lot of per fect
cards. With 5-4 dis tri bu tion there is no
black card loser, but I need the ÌQ. He
might have bid 4Ë over 1Ì to show 6-4,
and then if he has ÌAQ and ËA, the grand
slam is pretty good. I just hope he was not
dealt 4-4-4-1. 
Give him Íxxx ÌAQ9x and ËAJxxx Êx.

Only a 5-1 di a mond break beats you.
BENNETT: The state of the match does

have an in flu ence on your strat egy – but
not to the det ri ment of you play ing your
game well. Here is a hand that might swing 
a good por tion of the 30 IMP def i cit. I
would bid to ask for key cards in hearts,
and if the queen is miss ing then I might
NOT bid the grand, hop ing the op po nents
would bid it since they “know” we surely
will be there since we are behind.
GRABEL: 4NT. If part ner shows two key

cards plus the queen, I bid 7Ì. Part ner
shows at least nine cards in the reds so we
have no black los ers. Ei ther a cross ruff or
other pos si bil i ties will be in play. If part ner 
does n’t show the queen, I would prob a bly
still bid 7Ì. If they lead a trump I should
have mul ti ple plays and if they don’t, I
would play the open ing leader for it, since
trumps are led against grands so of ten. I go 
through Key Card so that the open ing
leader knows that I have all the info. If they 
are not look ing at the queen, they will have 
no rea son to think our side doesn’t own it.
IVASKA: I’ll just bid Black wood and bid

7Ì if we are not off an ace. In re sponse to
the sec ond part of the ques tion, I’m hop ing
to be play ing a more stan dard sys tem in the 
con so la tion round so that I don’t find my -
self down 30 IMPs at the next halftime. As
for this deal it self, I guess I’m hop ing that
we’re off the queen of hearts and that a
trump lead, or the ab sence of one, will help 
to solve my guess. In gen eral, I don’t usu -
ally base de ci sions on my as sess ment of the 
state of the match, partly be cause I’m not
that good at it and partly be cause I don’t
like to lose a match by do ing some thing
strange when my team mates have won it at
the other ta ble. In par tic u lar, and I hope
that the Es teemed Mod er a tor will for give
this re mark, I can’t help be ing a lit tle du bi -
ous about his ap praisal of the state of the
match. In his nearly 81 years on this planet, 
he has seen more di sas ters than any 10
other play ers, with a few ob vi ous ex cep -
tions. It may well be that, in the first eight
boards there was a 530, a 990, and maybe
even an 1100 that EM con sid ered nor mal
and more or less un avoid able. Any way, I
have as sumed that this is not the case for
the purpose of discussing this problem.
DA VIS: Ask for key cards. I hope we are

off the ÌQ so that they will not bid 7Ì, as I 
in tend to do.
SWANSON: I am will ing to take a shot at 

7Ì if part ner holds the red aces. Not ask ing 
for the heart queen is a good idea, in creas -
ing the chances of a fa vor able trump lead.
M.M.: When you bid 4NT, part ner’s re -

sponse (5Ì or 5Í) will show whether or
not he has the queen, so you don’t need to
ask fur ther. Most play ers will as sume that
if you bid a grand slam (promptly!) the
queen has been ac counted for, and the saf -
est open ing lead is a trump if he has two or 
three small. So if he doesn’t lead a trump
you should play him for the queen. This
was my team mate Ste phen Goldstein’s di a -
bol i cal plot — a good ef fort, but it didn’t
work. The iron i cal fact is that his RHO had 
a void plus ÌQ9xx. He didn’t dou ble for an 
un usual lead for fear we would run to 7NT. 
If he had done so, and if we had run to
7NT, we would have made it (and won the
match) since the void would show up early, 
and Ste phen would play the op po nent with
a void in a side suit for length in hearts.


