
Feb ru ary 2008 Mas ter Solv ers Panel
By Mar shall Miles
San Bernardino, Cal i for nia

This month’s panel, in keep ing with our
Feb ru ary tra di tion, con sists of six mixed
pairs part ner ships. From Dis trict 22 are
Judy Elbogen - John Swanson and Trisha
Menefee - Andy De Leon (Trisha and Andy
were the Mini-Blue Rib bon win ners at the
re cent San Fran cisco Na tion als). 
Dis trict 21 is rep re sented by Rose Meltzer 

- Kyle Larsen and JoAnna & Lew Stansby.
 Dis trict 17 is rep re sented by Nancy &

Mike Passell and Kitty & Ste ven Coo per.

Problem 1.
North-South vul ner a ble, IMPs
You, South, hold

Ívoid  ÌKQJ54  Ëvoid  ÊAKQJ8654

What is your open ing bid in first po si tion?

JoAnna & Lew: 6Ê. The op po nents surely 
have a good save (maybe even a make!),
and it’s not clear one could lo cate the heart
ace on a slower auc tion any way.
Kitty & Steve: 1Ê. With two voids this

will not get passed out. Open ing one is our
best chance to work the hearts in, and per -
haps find out enough to know when we
have a grand. But in our own sys tem we
could open 4NT, which we use as spe cific
ace Black wood; now we can lo cate the ÌA.
John & Judy: 1Ê. We both choose this

ap proach to better com mu ni cate to part ner
that we have a two-suiter. 
Open ing 2Ê blocks part ner from eval u at -

ing his hand ef fec tively when he holds val -
ues in spades and di a monds.
Kyle & Rose: 2Ê. We ex pect lots of bid -

ding, but hope to buy the hand at 6Ê.
Walk ing the hand gently by open ing 1Ê
will give the op po nents more bid ding room 
to find their own slam!
Mike & Nancy: 2Ê. We hope to be able to 

jump to 4Ê, which would set trumps and
ask for a cue bid from part ner. We re al ize
we're risk ing in ter fer ence with this ap -
proach, but we will have an eas ier time get -
ting part ner to co op er ate later than those
who open 1Ê and try to catch up later.
Andy & Trisha: We open 2Ê, us ing con -

trol re sponses. If part ner shows an ace, we
have a bid which asks the suit it is in. If
part ner has two aces, we use the same bid
to ask for the lower ace. We might not be
able to guar an tee the ÌA, but at least we
made the ef fort!
M.M.: Ob vi ously, this area of bid ding

needs care ful part ner ship dis cus sion if you
are go ing to try to find the heart ace. If you 
can bid hearts nat u rally at some point, the
grand slam force (5NT) would be ideal if
you play graded re sponses, so that 6Ë
would show the ace or king of hearts. Bar -
ring that, the ideas ex pressed by the
Passells, the Coo pers and Andy-Trisha all
have merit.

Problem 2.
Nei ther vul ner a ble, matchpoints.
You, South, hold 

 ÍA6  ÌAQ8  ËAQ543  Ê1054

North East           South West
1Ê 1Ë              ?

JoAnna & Lew: Pass. It won’t be easy to
reach 6Ê when that’s right, so we will play 
for pen al ties. Most of the time they will go
down more than our game. On a good day,

part ner will re open with 2Ê rather than
dou ble, and then we will fol low through
with Keycard, driv ing to ward slam.
Mike & Nancy: Pass. At matchpoints we

will go for the throat with the pen alty pass.
Plus we may get more slam in for ma tion
than by bid ding a mun dane 3NT. We don’t
fear it will go all pass, since if part ner has
the dreaded three small di a monds, then
LHO rates to bid any way. And if in stead of 
dou bling, maybe part ner will re open with
2Ê (or 3Ê!) and we'll be off to the races!
Kyle & Rose: Pass and go for the pen alty.

True, slam may be pos si ble, but part ner
would need very good clubs. If LHO re -
dou bles or bids af ter the pass, de pend ing
on what part ner does you’ll know what to
do. If part ner passes, he/she is on min i -
mum. If part ner dou bles, cuebids or bids
3Ê, you will know you’re in slam ter ri tory.
Trisha: Pass. I want to hear what else

part ner has to say. A club re bid might lead
to a club slam. I think 2Ë now sug gests a
better club fit.
Andy: 2Ë. My next call will be 3NT. This

should show a some what bal anced 16-17
count. My clubs could be a lit tle better.
Kitty & Steve: 2Ë. We will bid 3NT next.

This may over state our club sup port, but
in di cates the strength of the hand better
than an im me di ate 3NT.
John & Judy: 1Ì. Yes, this bid is un or tho -

dox, but pass im plies that we want to de -
fend at the one level, and the di a mond
spots ar gue against that. 
The other ob vi ous choice of 3NT is too

much of an un der bid. We will give part ner
the most room for his re bid, which we’re
hop ing is 2Ê, in which case slam will
likely be in the off ing. And if part ner in -
sists on hearts and drags his feet, game in
that de nom i na tion should play quite well.

M.M.: There is a split vote be tween go ing
for pen al ties or try ing for slam, and both
sides have prob lems. The di a mond spots
are so poor that if East has a six-card suit,
he will al most surely take four di a mond
tricks, and only needs one other trick to
hold the set to 300. And you might make a
slam if part ner has a lit tle more than a
min i mum, in ei ther high cards or dis tri bu -
tion. I (sort of) agree with an ef fort to find
out about ex tra strength with the cue bid,
but a likely out come is that part ner will bid 
2Í to show a spade stop per, and will pass
when you bid 3NT. The slam try bid I like
is one no body men tioned - a neg a tive dou -
ble! I think this gives part ner the best
chance to show ex tra val ues (like re bid ding 
3Ê with ÍKxx ÌKx Ëx ÊAKxxxxx or 2Í
(or a cue bid) with ÍKJxx ÌKxx Ëx
ÊAKQxx. The lat ter was his ac tual hand,
and you had an easy 6NT bid over 2Í. And 
if part ner bids 1Ì or 1Í, a 3NT bid will
im ply ex tra strength (you usu ally have at
least four of both ma jors for a dou ble of
1Ë, and if you bid 3NT in stead of rais ing
part ner’s ma jor, it must be be cause you
are too strong for an immediate 3NT bid).

Problem 3.

East-West vul ner a ble, IMPs
You, South, hold 

ÍAJ754  Ì7  ËAJ843  Ê106

North East           South West
1Ì Dbl            ?

Kyle & Rose: 1Í. We’ll just use nat u ral
bid ding, and it’s best to start off slowly.
Andy & Trisha: 1Í. Seems au to matic.
Kitty & Steve: Re dou ble. We usu ally pre -

fer to bid a 5-card ma jor, but at this vul ner -
a bil ity and a sin gle ton in part ner’s suit, we
want to try to get them for a num ber.
Mike & Nancy: Re dou ble. At this vul ner a -

bil ity we can’t let them off the hook. We
have two suits wrapped up, so we go for
the big num ber.
JoAnna & Lew: Re dou ble. Must look for

pen al ties at this vul ner a bil ity. If part ner
can’t dou ble 2Ê, then we bid 2Ë and hope
to be able to stop in a makeable con tract.
John & Judy: Re dou ble. We are ea ger to

try for a pen alty. Ad mit tedly, if West bids
1NT or 2Ê and part ner passes, we will not
be well placed.

M.M.: I agree that try ing for a pen alty
makes good sense. But if you re dou ble and
LHO bids 2Ê, passed around to you, you
will not be happy. I think the best gam ble is 
to start with a pass, which is what I did at
the ta ble. With my mis fit I didn’t think we
had a good chance for game when part ner
opened, and the take out dou ble, im ply ing
four spades, re duced our pros pects even
fur ther. But I have a great hand for de -
fense. If I pass, we might get to dou ble 2Í
(if LHO bids 1Í and RHO bids 2Í) or 2Ë if 
LHO bids 2Ê and RHO bids 2Ë. If I re dou -
ble, LHO might pass with 3-3-3-4 dis tri bu -
tion and RHO would bid 1Í. So I hope to
dou ble some con tract at the 2-level, pref er -
a bly spades or di a monds, but even clubs if
that is what is of fered. And even though the 
op po nent had eight clubs be tween them, we 
set them 500 at the 2-level. Even if they
could have made it (highly un likely), it
wouldn’t be a game.

Problem 4.
Both vul ner a ble, IMPs
You, South, hold 

Ívoid  ÌA754  ËAKJ8742  Ê76

South West          North East
1Ë 2Ê             Dbl 3Ê
4Ì 5Ê             Pass Pass
?

John & Judy: 5Ë. This must be an of fer to 
play, since we made no slam move over
3Ê. Part ner’s pass should be forc ing and
al most cer tainly in cludes a club sin gle ton
or void. Ob vi ously, we could be on for a
slam. If it makes, maybe we should claim
that 5Ë was a slam try!
Kitty & Steve: 5Ë. We show the good di a -

monds since this may be the better game
and slam is not im pos si ble. This is a forc -
ing pass sit u a tion, so with an un suit able
hand for of fence, part ner would have dou -
bled.
JoAnna & Lew: 5Ë. It’s easy to imag ine

ei ther 5Ê or 5Ë mak ing, es pe cially since
part ner is un likely to lead a spade against
5Ê dou bled.
Kyle & Rose: 5Ë. Part ner will get the mes -

sage that you have lon ger and better di a -
monds, plus four not-so-good hearts.
Mike & Nancy: 5Ë. Part ner may have the

right hand for more, but his forc ing pass
does n’t prom ise it. Would part ner think of
say ing dou ble with ÍKJxxx ÌQxxxx ËQx
Êx? We don’t think so.

Trisha: Pass. If part ner had good hearts,
he would have bid 5Ë or 5Ì. There’s a
chance 5Ê won’t make.
Andy: 5Ë. My first in stinct was to dou ble,

but I think the most likely hands for part -
ner’s pass will give me a play for 11 tricks
in one of the red suits.

Problem 5.
Both vul ner a ble, matchpoints
You, South, hold 

Í6  Ì8  ËKQJ64  ÊAKQJ109

East South         West North
1Í ?                

Kyle & Rose: 2NT, fol lowed with a
cuebid, and let part ner make the 5-level de -
ci sion.
Kitty & Steve: 2NT. And then we'll bid

again to try to get to game if part ner has an
ace.
JoAnna & Lew: 2Ê. We will com mit to

the 5-level if they bid four of a ma jor, but
not oth er wise. If we hap pen to be long in
3NT, we will be able to play it from the
right side.
John & Judy: John bids 4NT to block the

op po nents from find ing their dou ble fit.
Judy bids 2NT so that part ner can choose a
mi nor at a lower level. Now if the auc tion
is at 4Ì or 4Í when next it is her turn, she
can bid 5Ê to show the lon ger (and prob a -
bly safer) suit at the five-level. If part ner is
2-2 or 2-1 in the mi nors, you def i nitely
want to play clubs.
Andy & Trisha: 4NT. For the mi nors, ob -

vi ously, and the level should be right.
Mike & Nancy: 4Í. Since we play 4NT as

Black wood here, we use this to show a
huge hand with both mi nors. This puts max 
pres sure on the op po nents, and part ner will 
know to bid a slam with two aces. It may
help to play ev ery thing from his side.

M.M.: At the ta ble my RHO bid 5Ê with
this hand, which was passed around to
part ner, who dou bled. I led my sin gle ton
di a mond, the only lead to set the hand, but
part ner won with the double ton ace and
shifted. Since my lead was the low est miss -
ing di a mond spot, and since, on this bid -
ding, I would usu ally lead part ner’s suit, I
thought part ner should have given me a
ruff, but he said it wasn’t pos si ble for de -
clarer to have the hand he had or for him
(part ner) to play de clarer for that hand. I
said I thought the 5Ê bid was log i cal, since 
there are very few cir cum stances when this 
hand will play better in di a monds than in
clubs. As it hap pened, 5Ë was cold while
5Ê could have been set with a ruff, but it
could eas ily have been the other way
around. It is hard for the op po nents to de -
fend when de clarer has an un dis closed five 
card side suit. And the chances of find ing
part ner with two aces when RHO has
opened the bid ding are re mote as com -
pared to the prob lems the op po nents would 
have over an im me di ate 5Ê bid. For one
thing, if South had bid 2Ê, fol lowed by di a -
monds (or 2NT fol lowed by 5Ê, the op po -
nents would be less likely to dou ble or sac -
ri fice. Also, re sponder would know that
heart val ues would be more use ful on of -
fense than di a mond val ues. And if, over
2Ê, West had bid 4Í (a fairly likely bid),
would 4NT by South have shown five di a -
monds or only four? Would he know when
to sac ri fice and when to dou ble for a
one-trick set?


