
Au gust 2008 Mas ter Solv ers Panel                   
By Mar shall Miles
San Bernardino, Ca lif.

This month’s pan el ists are Mike & Nancy
Passell and Jan Janitschke of Dis trict 17;
Dis trict 21 is rep re sented by JoAnna
Stansby and Rita Shugart (Rita is bid ding
with her in ter na tional part ners, Boye
Brogelund & An drew Robson). 
Dis trict 22 rep re sen ta tives are Grant Baze 

and Mark Itabashi; and guest ex perts at
large are Jill Meyers of D23 & Mike Law -
rence of Dis trict 10.

Problem 1.
Both vul ner a ble, IMPs
As South, you hold

ÍAQJ94 ÌJ108 ËA6 ÊKQ4

South West          North East
1Í 2Ì             Dbl Pass
?
What call would you make?

LAW RENCE: 3Ê. The al ter na tive is to
bid 3Ì, which will not re ally solve a stop -
per prob lem, but may get us into an auc tion 
that can not stop in time.
JANITSCHKE: 3Ì. Not per fect, but I’m

will ing to force to game as long as I (prob -
a bly) find the right strain.
PASSELLS: 3Ì. First we try for 3NT. If

that does n’t pan out, we will go for the best 
game avail able. At this level, part ner has to 
have val ues for his neg a tive dou ble.
BAZE: 3Ì. This is a game force, with or

with out a def i nite di rec tion. Here, clearly,
it is with out di rec tion, and ad mit tedly with
no guar an tee that any game will make.
RITA-BOYE-AN DREW: 3Ì. Over bid to

find the right strain. We wish we had
opened 1NT to avoid the di lemma.
MEYERS: 3♥. I don’t want to miss a vul -

ner a ble game at IMPs, so I would rather
over bid slightly and hope for 3NT than un -
der bid with 2♠ or 3♣.
ITABASHI: 3Ì. This keeps more fi nal

con tracts in play. 3NT, 4Í or five of ei ther
mi nor are all pos si bil i ties, and part ner is
the one to de cide which.
STANSBY: 3Ì. A cue of overcaller’s suit 

is game forc ing. 3NT, 4Í, 5Ê and even
slam are all in the pic ture. Pass ing the dou -
ble is un ac cept ably uni lat eral; too bad if
part ner has Íx Ìxxx ËKQxx ÊAJxxx.

M.M.: Sev eral pan el ists were hop ing to
get to 3NT, but if they can make 3NT, how
will the op po nents do in hearts? At the ta -
ble, John Swanson passed with this hand
against me. His side couldn’t make a game, 
and all I could take was six heart tricks. I
had a king or queen on the side, but
couldn’t get to the dummy to lead to ward
it. Is it too risky to pass? If West had a
seven or eight card heart suit, he prob a bly
would have bid more than 2♥. Even the ul -
tra-con ser va tives.

Problem 2.
Nei ther vul ner a ble, matchpoints
As South, you hold 

ÍA54 ÌAKJ7 ËK5 ÊKJ106

South West          North East
1Ê 2Í              3Í Pass
?
What call would you make?

JANITSCHKE: 4Ì. If I can get part ner to
cuebid a stiff spade, I can bid RKC.
LAW RENCE: 4Í. Part ner made a game

forc ing cue bid for clubs in my style. None
of these limit raise or better cue bids. This
is a fine hand for clubs, and the only ques -
tion is whether to stop in six. In the later
auc tion, I play that 4NT is Keycard, and
4Ê would be roll ing.
RITA-BOYE-AN DREW: 4Í. We ex pect

to end in 6♣ or 7Ê, so we start with an
ace-show ing cue bid, mak ing our slam in -
ten tions clear.
ITABASHI: 4Í. If part ner is rel a tively

short in the ma jors, it won’t take much to
make seven – some thing like Íxx Ìx
ËAJxx ÊAQxxxx would be a claimer. 
If part ner signs off at 5Ê, we’ll still force

to six.
STANSBY: 4NT: RKC for clubs.
MEYERS: I bid what ever Black wood for

clubs is (in my sys tem 4♦). My part ner is
cuebidding when I could have a 3-card
suit, and in stead I have close to an open ing
2NT.
BAZE: 4NT. RKC, fol lowed by 5NT if

we catch the ex pected 5Í re sponse, seems
the only sen si ble way to in vite a grand.
PASSELLS: 4NT. What else can we pos -

si bly do? A 4Í cuebid will only hand cuff
part ner, since we have ev ery thing!

Problem 3.
North-South vul ner a ble, IMPs
As South, you hold 

ÍK762 ÌQ63 ËAK1076 Ê8

South West          North East
1 Ë Pass          1Í Pass
2Í Pass           3Ì Pass
?
What call would you make?

ITABASHI: 4Ë. Whether part ner is mak -
ing a game try or a slam try, I like my
hand.
MEYERS: 4♦. I don’t know whether

part ner is mak ing a game try (for which I
have a clear ac cep tance) or a slam try. If it
is a slam try I am co op er at ing.
LAW RENCE: I need to make a strong

bid, so I’ll bid 4Ë, show ing val ues and
show ing in ter est. Other two choices are 4Ê
or 4Í, and I don’t think 4Ë would be in ter -
preted as a splin ter. I wish part ner had
availed him self of a dif fer ent game try,
such as 2NT. Per haps his fail ure to do so
of fers some in sights.
JANITSCHKE: 4Ê seems right. Gotta en -

cour age part ner as much as pos si ble in case 
he ac tu ally has the slight est bit of slam in -
ter est. Af ter all, I al most had enough to
raise him di rectly to 3Í ini tially. 
Four is okay also. 
PASSELLS: 4Ê. Part ner can be mak ing

ei ther a slam try or a game try. We will bid
Black wood if he makes an other try. In the
given auc tion, 4Ë should deny a club con -
trol in our hand.
STANSBY: 4Ê. Can,t tell yet if 3Ì is

game try or slam try, but 4Ê ca ters to both. 
I will pass if part ner bids 4Í, or bid RKC
over four.
BAZE: 4Ê. If part ner has slam in mind, I

want to co-op er ate.
RITA-BOYE-AN DREW: 4Ê. Show ing a

super-max i mum with a club con trol.

M.M.: I strongly pre fer the last five pan el -
ists’ an swers. Part ner will play you for
some thing in di a monds since you bid them, 
but he may worry about a club con trol if he 
lacks one him self. His hand was ♠AQxxx
♥AKxx ♦x ♣QJx. Should he risk a 5♠ bid
over 4♦ (or 4♠)? Per haps he would, per -
haps not. Over 4♣ he bid Black wood, fol -
lowed by 6♠.

Problem 4.
North-South vul ner a ble, IMPs
As South, you hold 

ÍA6 Ì74 ËAJ84 ÊQ10752

South West          North East
Pass Pass           1Ê* Pass
2Ê** Pass           2Í Pass
?
(*)ar ti fi cial, 15+; (**)nat u ral, forc ing to

game
What call would you make?

BAZE: 3Ë. Of course I show my suits,
par tic u larly when the ex pected auc tion will 
en able me to bid my hand ac cu rately
(3Í/3Ì, 4Í/3Í, pass over 3NT, and ac cep -
tance of all slam tries).
ITABASHI: 3Ë. Since I have a max i mum

passed hand over part ner’s strong club
open ing, I see no rea son not to bid out my
suits.
RITA-BOYE-AN DREW: 3Ë.
Shape-show ing; we don’t see the prob lem

(yet).
PASSELLS: 3Ë. We must bid out our pat -

tern here.
STANSBY: 3Ë. Pard can bid 3Ì if in ter -

ested in hear ing about my honor-double ton 
in spades, and then I will jump to 4Í.
JANITSCHKE: 3Ë. But you could eas ily

talk me into bid ding 3Í, so that if part ner
has di a monds (and bids them) he plays the
hand, which cer tainly could be im por tant.
On the other hand, if he bids 3NT over my 

3Ë, that is prob a bly right. 
LAW RENCE: 3Ë. I have a good hand op -

po site a strong club open ing, and part ner
knows I could n’t open the bid ding. I ex pect 
to do some cue bid ding later, but I’m not
sure what form that will take at this
moment.
MEYERS: 3♦. I as sume that is nat u ral.
M.M.: The panel is unan i mous on this

one, and I think I would have bid 3♦ my -
self, but to me (and part ner) the de ci sion
seems very close be tween show ing di a -
monds and show ing my par tial spade fit.
Over 3♦ opener is al most cer tain to bid
3NT, even with a sin gle heart stop per, and
he may think you have some thing like
1-2-4-6 dis tri bu tion, and there fore a mis fit. 
And you can’t very well bid 4♠ over 3NT.
Of course, the risk in bid ding 3♠ is that

part ner may think you have better spade
sup port and bid 4♠ or 6♠ with out look ing
for an al ter nate strain.

Problem 5.
North-South vul ner a ble, IMPs

West                                   East
Í Q753                               Í K
Ì ——                               Ì 653
Ë Q1087                             Ë KJ654
Ê KQJ96                            Ê A843

South West          North East
1Í 2Ê             Dbl 3Í
4Ì Pass           Pass Pass

North-South made 4Ì. If the mi nors had
bro ken more fa vor ably, East-West could
have made five of ei ther mi nor. As it was,
they had a cheap (one trick) sac ri fice. 
Ap por tion the fault.

ITABASHI: Am I al lowed to give 100%
blame to both play ers? I would never con -
sider de fend ing at IMPs with ei ther hand!
Both should ex pect the op po nents to be
mak ing, and both know that the save must
be cheap. Se ri ously, I give West slightly
more of the charge: he is the one with the
void, and had a chance to bid 5Ê to put the 
pres sure on the opponents.
BAZE: West 100%. The hand with the

void in the op po nents’ trump suit must act.
The usual ex pla na tion for not act ing (“for
all I know part ner has three de fen sive
trump tricks, etc., etc.,”) is not prac ti cal,
not sen si ble, flies in the face of ex pe ri ence, 
and is cow ardly. This is par tic u larly true in
this case, when the op po nents are known to 
have a one-loser eight card spade fit. 
If the op po nents choose to play in hearts,

the heart fit must be even better than the
spade fit.
RITA-BOYE-AN DREW: We make West

the cul prit in this sce nario. The heart void
and the fact that part ner has at most one
spade adds up to only one loser in the ma -
jors our di rec tion. There fore we MUST go
to (at least) 5Ê.
LAW RENCE: West 100%, East 10%.

West had to bid 5Ê. He had good clubs, he
had a void, he had lit tle wasted in spades.
This is a lousy over call that grew huge.
East has what he said, but his king of
spades does not look like a save-wor thy
value. Also, East can not come close to vi -
su al iz ing West’s shape. 
Why give East 10%? Be cause he had the

last chance, and he might have bid 5Ê.
There is some value in that bid.
PASSELLS: At first glance, Mike wanted

to give West all the blame, but de cided af -
ter re flec tion that he might think that East
could be loaded in hearts. In re al ity, East
can be sure part ner is short in hearts from
the auc tion, and there will be few wasted
val ues. So Mike did a switch and gave East
80 per cent of the blame. 
Nancy dis agrees, but would have bid 5Ê

with the East hand in the hope that part -
ner’s hearts and di a monds aren’t reversed.
STANSBY: 100% East. This hand is a

good ad ver tise ment for fit jumps af ter
over calls. Now East could make the more
de scrip tive bid of 4Ë, and West cer tainly
could n’t go wrong. On the ac tual auc tion,
West doesn't know if part ner has three
small hearts or ÌAJ109. But East knows
that 5Ê must be a cheap save, pos si bly
even a make if overcaller has as lit tle as
Íxxxx Ìx ËAx ÊKxxxxx.
JANITSCHKE: 100% East. East should

bid 5Ê. Not guar an teed, but (1), he’s got
no heart strength op po site hoped-for short -
ness, (2), he has four trump, and (3), he is
pretty sure his stiff spade should be fine.
For all West knows, his part ner has

QJ10xx of hearts and wants a piece of
them. The player with the void should not
be the one to guess what his part ner has. 
MEYERS: East 100%. West did n’t even

have an over call. 
What is he sup posed to do?

M.M.: The panel is split widely on this
one, but I think East is the one most at
fault. Since the op po nents don’t have many 
high cards (as both East and West can tell
from their own bid ding), they prob a bly
have good dis tri bu tion. That means that
they prob a bly have ten, or at least nine,
hearts be tween them. East knows he has no 
val ues in hearts and that the East-West
hands fit well. The king of spades is likely
to take a trick on de fense but won’t be
worth much, if any thing, on of fense. West
doesn’t know where his part ner’s high
cards are. He could have val ues in hearts
or di a monds or both. Switch the di a mond
and heart hon ors, and if West bid 5♣, he
would prob a bly take a two trick set against 
a non-mak ing 4♥ contract.


